Names of Victim:
Mr. Nasser al-Shaer
Date of Birth:

54 years-old

Occupation:

Minister of Justice

Address:

Nablus, Palestine and Ramallah Palestine

Date of Petition:
24 May 2007

Date of Detention:
23 May 2007

Government Actor:
Israeli government
Details of Actions:

On the night of 23 to 24 May 2007, individuals clearly identifiable as acting on behalf of the Israeli government entered the Palestinian city of Nablus and arrested at his home and at an unknown place detained Palestinian Education Minister Dr. Naser al-Shaer.

When asked why they were arresting the Minister by his wife, the Israeli soldiers indicated that they were acting on the orders of their government replying, “[w]e have orders.” No charges have been provided and the whereabouts of his detention is not clear.
The Israeli army issued a statement on 24 Ma 2007 stating that 33 people had been arrested in Palestine and taken for questioning. Although the identity of the persons was not disclosed, it is believed that this Israeli government statement also applied to Minister Nasser al-Shaer.  

Background to the Action:

The Israeli government has been illegally occupying Palestine for more than forty years. The United Nations General Assembly and the United Nations Security Council have all determined that the occupation is illegal. The most recent report of the UN Special Rapporteur on Palestinians human rights, renown South Africa jurist Professor John Dugard, concluded that Israel’s treatment of Palestinians amount to apartheid. The arrest of Dr. Nasser al-Shaer more evidence of the apartheid practices of the Israeli government. 
This is the second time within the last year that the Israeli government has arrested Dr. Nasser al-Shaer and in comes in the mist a week of Israeli aggression against Palestinians that has killed more than thirty-five Palestinians. Mr. Nasser al-Shaer has never been convicted or charged with any offense.
Urgent Action Requested:
Given that the Israeli government has continued to flout international law for decades in Palestine and has an illegal policy and practice of the summary, arbitrary and extrajudicial executions of Palestinian officials, the Working Group is requested to urgently bring this communication to the attention of the government of Israel and to demand that the government of Israel ends this violation of Minister Nasser al-Shaer right to be freed from arbitrary arrest and detention.

The Working Group is also urgently requested to call upon the government of Israel to ensure that Mr. Nasser al-Shaer is being treated humanely and is immediately released from custody or charged, and if released without charge that he be compensated for this arbitrary detention. 
Finally, Working Group is also requested to call upon the government of Israel to pay all the legal fees and costs involved in bringing this petition on behalf of Mr. Nasser al-Shaer.

Legal Representative and Contacts:

Dr. Curtis F.J. Doebbler

Department of Law 

An-Najah National University

Nablus, Palestine

Tel: +41-78-661-0208 (from 2 June 2007)

Tel: +233-24-5709592 (until 2 June 2007)

Fax: +1-206-984-4734

Email: cdoebbler@gmail.com
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